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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1,4-10 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Montoya et al. (US 6,421 ,236 B1 ). 

Montoya teaches a drawer (fig. 1) comprising: a drawer body (101) having at 
least one accommodating space (shown in fig. 1) for receiving the digital data storage 
device, wherein a plurality of resilient members (151 and 152, and/or portions of 150) 
and a plurality of first openings (shown in fig. 1 , not labeled) are formed on each of two 
sides (103 and 104) of the drawer body, and two vibration absorption members (118 
and 119, see col. 6, lines 43-48) detachably mounted on the two sides of the drawer 
body respectively, each of the vibration absorption members having a plurality of 
second openings (155 and 156) and a plurality of fastening portions (120 and 121) 
respectively corresponding to the resilient members and the first openings on the 
corresponding side of the drawer body, wherein the fastening portions of the vibration 
absorption members are engaged with the first openings of the drawer body so as to 
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allow the vibration absorption members to provide the drawer body with a cushioning 
effect and vibration absorption (see col. 2, lines 35-38), and the resilient members of the 
drawer body are engaged with the second openings of the vibration absorption . 
members to absorb tolerance in assemblage and provide an electrical grounding effect 
(see col. 2, line 60 through col. 3, line 5) (claim 1 ); an actuator (110) pivotally mounted in 
the drawer body wherein the actuator comprises a latching element (112), a snapping 
element (116) detachably coupled to the latching element, and a rotatable handle (110), 
and wherein the latching element is capable of being pushed to decouple the latching 
element from the snapping element, so as to allow the handle to rotate between a first 
position (shown in fig. 1) close to a front end (109) of the drawer body and a second 
position (not shown, see col. 2, lines 23-26) far away from the front end of the drawer 
body (claims 4-5); wherein the vibration absorption member is a plastic rail (see col. 9, 
lines 39-40) to provide the cushioning effect (claim 6); wherein the resilient member is 
made of stainless steel (see col. 2, lines 8-10 and col. 3, lines 20-21) (claim 7); wherein 
the resilient members substantially protrude from the second openings (parts of the 
vibration absorption members) and snap to abut against the vibration absorption 
members (see col.2, line 60 through col. 3, line 5) (claims 8-9); wherein exterior 
surfaces of the vibration absorption members and the resilient members are 
substantially flush with each other (shown in fig. 2) (claim 10); and wherein the fastening 
portions are rigidly and nondetachably mounted on the vibration absorption members 
(shown in fig. 1) (claim 16). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Montoya et al. in view of Tanzer et al. (US 6,661 ,651 B1 ). 

Montoya discloses the claimed invention except a light pipe mounted in the 
drawer body. 

Tanzer teaches a drawer (1 00, fig. 1 ) for a data storage device, comprising a 
light pipe a light pipe (480) mounted in a drawer body (102) of the drawer extending 
from a front end of the drawer body to a rear end of the drawer body (shown in fig. 4). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the device of Montoya with the light pipe taught by 
Tanzer such that the status information may be provided to the user for viewing. 

5. Claims 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Montoya et al. in view of Gamble et al. (US 6,249,432 B1). 

Montoya discloses the claimed invention except the resilient members on each 
side of the drawer body, each being separate from and non-connected with other 
resilient members on a same side of the drawer body, having an arcuate shape, and 
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wherein the second openings have a size that the resilient member fills the second 
opening. 

Gamble teaches a drawer for a digital storage device (fig. 4), comprising: resilient 
members (93) on each side of the drawer body (83), each being separate from and non- 
connected with other resilient members on a same side of the drawer body (shown in 
fig. 4), having an arcuate shape (also shown in fig. 4), and second openings (97) having 
a size that the resilient member fills the second opening (see figs. 4 and 5). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the drawer of Montoya with the resilient members taught 
by Gamble for simplification and lowering the cast of manufacturing. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 15 and 17 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The best prior art of record, Montoya et al. (US 6,421 ,236 B1 ), Tanzer et al. 
(US 6,661 ,651 B1 ), and Gamble et al. (US 6,249,432 B1 ), taken alone or in 
combination, fails to teach or fairly suggest a drawer for a digital storage device, 
comprising at least: a vibration absorption member having openings only for coupling 
resilient members formed on each of two sides of a drawer body of the drawer as set 
forth in claims 15 and 17. 
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Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 9/14/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that "(t)he Montoya et al. reference teaches a hot swap disk 
drive carrier ... however, a drawer body itself having an accommodating space for 
receiving a plurality of digital data storage devices is not disclosed", "the arrangement 
can be easily disassembled without tools", "the resilient members 150 in Montoya et al. 
are merely formed on one side of the drawer", and "the grounding method of Montoya et 
al. is at the bent flexible sections directly contact fixing members to ground, and the 
bent flexible sections do not extend through openings of the vibration absorption 
members to contact fixing members". 

In response to Applicant's arguments that does not include certain features of 
Applicant's invention, i.e. a plurality of digital data storage devices, and the arrangement 
can be easily disassembled without tools, are not stated in the claims. It is the claims 
that define the claimed invention, and it is the claims, not specifications that are 
anticipated or unpatentable. Constant v. Advanced Micro-Devices, Inc., 7 USPQ2d 
1064. 

In addition, the resilient members as stated in the rejection, including parts 150, 
151 and 152, wherein parts 151 and 152 are passing through openings 155 and 156 of 
the vibration absorption members 1 18 and 1 19 as stated on col. 2, lines 60-67, and 
similar resilient members 193 and 194 are formed on the other side of the drawer body. 
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The resilient members 151 , 152, 193 and 194 are formed on sheet metal sides of body 
105 and 106, so they are considered resilient (see col. 2, lines 8-10). Furthermore, 
element 150 is part of the resilient members formed on side 118, that provides an 
electrical grounding effect. 

Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Correspondence 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yean-Hsi Chang whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2038. The examiner can normally be reached on 07:30 - 16:00, Monday through Friday 
(except every other Fridays). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Art Unit 
phone number is (571 ) 272-2800, ext. 35. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding 
the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications 
is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8558. 



Yean-Hsi Chang 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 2835 
September 27, 2005 




